
 

Nathan is a student at Campus Connect, a program at Madison College for Madison School District transition students. 
Nathan was determined to attend college and while on the wait list for Campus Connect (CC) during his first year of 
transition, he took a class on his own and worked with DVR to pay a tutor on campus to help him get acquainted with 

the demands of a college course, how it is different from a high school class. The course, entitled College Success, is one of the 
recommended classes for Campus Connect students. So, when he was finally accepted, Nathan was ahead of the game. Sports 
are his love – he played on his high school baseball team, worked summers at the Madison Mallards, and helped coach his high 
school’s freshman team. As the result of a meeting Nathan initiated with the baseball coach, he’s recording stats for the Madison 
College baseball team home games and hopes to get more involved with the team.  Nathan’s dream is to turn his love of sports 
into a career in sports marketing. To achieve that goal, Nathan knows he needs to continue his education after high school. 

Teachers early on at his high school expected a lot from Nathan; he felt that they believed in him. A sports marketing and econ 
class cemented his decision to pursue a career in sports. In fact the sports marketing class senior year was the “first really 
interesting” class that Nathan took in high school. He did have to assert himself and show his determination to continue his 
education during his senior year, instead of immediately being tracked into full-time employment.

Nathan takes 1 class each semester, and is very busy outside of class traveling 
to and from college on the college shuttle, working at a movie theater and 
managing his high school’s freshman baseball team. This year he’s taken Intro 
to Psychology and College Writing Strategies. He loves learning how the brain 
works and why people behave as they do. He decided to drop algebra because 
the class was not a good fit for him – the instructor was not able to adapt to 
Nathan’s learning style. As most college students will agree, Nathan loves the 
independence he has on campus. He takes courses with other Madison College 

students and does the same work with assistance and support from the Campus Connect instructor and tutors on campus. The 
instructor is a Madison School District teacher paid by the district; DVR provides a tutor. Madison College provides space on 
campus for CC students to meet for tutoring or counseling. CC students can access the space any time during the day if they need 
help with course work or navigating college life. 

While being in college is more liberating for Nathan, it’s also challenging. The homework load for each course is much heavier, 
studying for tests is hard because of the amount of material covered, and sometimes the instructors’ teaching style or presentation 
of information can be confusing. When that happens, Nathan knows he can get help at the Student Success Center on campus 
or at the CC office. Other differences between college and high school: instructors “cover what they want rather than what they’re 
supposed to.” Sometimes he shows up to class to find that the instructor “canceled class rather than getting a sub.”

Nathan’s plans are to take some more courses for now and consider applying to a 4 year college program like the Cutting Edge at 
Edgewood College. Right now he’s enjoying stretching himself academically and learning how to be more independent, just like 
any typical college student. 
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