
 

Emily is a student at Northeast WI Tech College (NWTC) working toward her Certificate in Early Childhood.  Each 
semester she takes 1 regular college course toward her certificate. She started at NWTC in the Learning for 
Independence program, which offers non-credit community courses. To gain experience leading to a permanent 

job once she’s completed her certificate she works at Shining Stars Childhood Education Center in Hobart. 

College offers Emily the required education she needs to join the staff of a daycare center. With her Mom as her 
primary support, Emily started her freshman year focusing on classes in child development, learning about children of 
all ages as well as health classes like CPR and First Aid. She is particularly interested in child behavior, why children 
act as they do and what helps them to grow and learn. Even though math is her least favorite subject, she knew she’d 
need it to pass the TABE test. At Pulaski High counselors helped her to choose courses based on her strengths and 
learning style so that she could best learn the content she would need to go to college and fulfill her dream of working 
with children. 

College for Emily is a wonderful experience – she loves the social 
opportunity to be around students her own age especially during 
lunch in the cafeteria and coffee shop. Like a typical college 
student, she loves the social activities and hanging out with 
friends. Her biggest stress is transportation. Since she doesn’t 

drive, she must coordinate with others to get rides to and from NWTC. At some time in the future, Emily would like to 
learn to drive so she doesn’t have to rely on others all of the time.  Her fears that she wouldn’t be able to handle the 
course work have proved unfounded - she’s very capable of succeeding with the right supports. For Emily the biggest 
differences between high school and college are that the college campus is much larger and the courses are more 
specific, and she gets to choose courses that interest her.  After completing this certificate, Emily plans to become 
more marketable by working on an additional credential to teach children with disabilities, a passion of hers. 

Advice to other high school students considering college: “Just do it! It is awesome! They offer all different programs 
to fit different needs. You meet new friends in different classes.” “The teachers are very nice and supportive, and they 
communicate by email.” 

Emily credits her success to: her DVR counselor  who helped write a plan that reflects her dreams and skills; her 
high school teacher who set up a meaningful work experience; the staff at Shining Stars Daycare who accepts and 
appreciates her and helps out with transportation to and from work. She looks forward to continuing college, working 
and contributing in her community, and living an independent life!
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